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Who here has searched for 
your community online?



Background



What Is SEO?

Search Engine Optimization is a 

multi-discipline field that aims to 

increase traffic and site visibility 

through placement on search 

engine results pages, or SERPs. 



Our Mission



Our Responsibilities

Protection Growth

• Document and test 
best practices

• Code QA
• Monitor traffic and 

rankings

• Respond to changing 
best practices

• Grow our user base
• Improve our visibility in 

organic search



How did this page end 
up in search results?



On-page and off-page 
are evenly matched

On Page Off Page

● Content Quality 
and Freshness

● Internal Link 
Structure

● Page Load Speed
● Keyword 

Placement

● Number and 
Quality of External 
Links

● Domain Reputation
● Subdomain 

Reputation
● Social Shares



5 Essential Elements
1

Content Accessibility Internal 
Links

External 
Links Keywords

1 2 3 4 5



1. Content



Content

SEO Content is the 
on-page elements that 
have value to users and 
can be understood by 

search engines).

Not SEO Content



Keyword vs. Topic

Wolverine
James Howlett

Logan Howlett

Voldemort
“He Who Must Not 
Be Named”

Tom Riddle



Competition

Can our article be more 
thorough, more engaging, 

or more authoritative?

Research the competition, 
but don’t duplicate them.



Stubs

Regularly updated 
since May 31, 2014.



Structure



Action Steps: Content

Build pages that 
competitors are 

missing.

Complete stubs and 
eliminate red links.

Anticipate and answer 
common questions.

Build each page around 
a single topic.



2. Accessibility



Accessibility

Robots.txt

Redirects

Server 
Responses

Hreflang 

What does it mean to 
be ‘canon’?



Canonicals



Structured Data



Action Steps: Accessibility

Correct Double 
Redirects and Broken 

Redirects.
Convert non-portable 

infoboxes.

Special:Contact. SEO team researches the root 
cause and adds issues to our backlog.



3. Internal Links

4. External Links



Links

Links are the paths 
humans and search bots 

take to find pages.



✓ Conduct a Main Page 
audit

✓ Edit Wiki Navigation

✓ Update pages without links 

[Special:Insights]

✓ Link to orphan pages 

[Special:LonelyPages]

Page Importance



Redirects

Redirect pages can 
confuse search bots.



External Links

Our authority as a site 
comes from authoritative 

external links





This is just a test
● Crosslink tests are designed to 

improve connections and 
cross-promote communities

● Goal is to help users find pages 
similar to the one they’re on

● Benefit is that this helps search 
engines understand the 
relationships between different 
pages across Wikia

● Important for SEO visibility and 
page discovery



Contextual Links Navigational Links



Small Scale Test



Large Scale Test



Action Steps: Links

Link to pages deep in 
the site architecture.

Relevant links from and 
to each page.

Provide relevant links to other communities to 
establish relationships between topics.



5. Keywords



Relevance
Title Element

URL

H1

Image 
Name, Alt 
Text, and 
Caption



Natural Language

made this 
example up

Bad

Good



Action Steps: Keywords

Page titles should 
include most searched 

terms.
Be specific and keep it 

simple.

Include relevant keywords in each file name and 
description.
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SEO Roadmap

Improved site 
architecture.

??? Clear relationships 
between pages.

Less junk, more crawl 
budget.



Questions


